


MISSION AND VISION

The College faculty, staff and members of the College of Business Advisory Board and Student 
Advisory Board, drafted and approved a new Mission Statement that best reflected our efforts 

and objectives in serving our stakeholders.  Further, the College established an aspirational 
Vision Statement, during this same period.  

OUR MISSION
We promise to provide our students an innovative learning 

environment, embedded in our Lasallian principles, that develops 
and supports their pursuit to become successful and ethical 

business leaders within a dynamic global society, in association 
with our collaborative and engaged faculty-practitioners who 
are committed to connecting effective business practices and 

scholarship in educating our students.

OUR VISION
To develop graduates and support faculty who are collaborative 
and transformational business leaders within a global society, 
recognized for their engrained Lasallian principles and ethical 

business expertise.



A MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN

Dear Friends, 
�e College of Business, for nearly �fty years, has 
continued the tradition of providing students a globally 
and professionally inspired education that prepares them 
for successful careers.  �is continued success is only 
possible by the commitment of our faculty, sta�, alumni 
and stakeholders who ensure that future generations are 
provided the necessary resources while students pursue 
their degrees.  Further, the Accreditation Council for 

Business Schools and Programs, rea�rmed our accreditation for all of our business 
programs, only further supporting that the College of Business delivers an excellent 
educational experience for our more than 1,200 students.

As you explore the following pages, you will learn how the college during the past 
year embraced challenges as opportunities and where our students stayed the course 
in pursuing their academic journey here at Lewis.  You can read of the professional 
accomplishments of our faculty who continued to publish scholarly research in some 
of the nation’s leading academic journals and were recognized for their teaching 
excellence at the University.

All of these successes would not have been possible without continuing our tradition 
of education through and by association, in the spirit of De La Salle.  As a result 
of this shared visioning our College adopted new mission and vision statements to 
establish a collective direction as to where we are headed in the coming years.  �e 
College was the �rst at Lewis to create a diversity, equity and inclusion strategic plan 
as well as our DEI Statement, which you can read later on in this report.  

In closing, I remain hopeful that you will stay engaged with the 
College of Business and the Graduate School of Management, 
Where Tradition, in Association, Inspires Innovation. 

Peace

Ryan D. Butt 
Dean, College of Business
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FAST FACTS ABOUT COB STUDENTS
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23

Welcome Members of the Class of 2025

of the overall total CoB/GSM student 
population are female

CoB students are part of the 
Albuquerque, New Mexico campus

States and the District of Columbia are 
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DOMESTIC STUDENT STORIES

From California
My name is Patricia Fotto and I come from 
Pasadena, California. Here at Lewis, I am 
majoring in Marketing with a minor in Business 
Administration. I am from �e Democratic 
Republic of Congo, came to America when I was 
about 6-7 years old, and I speak three languages.

From Illinois
Hi, my name is Hailey Gryga! I’m from New 
Lenox, Illinois. I began my educational journey 
at Lewis by obtaining my undergraduate 
degree with a major in Marketing and a minor 
in Digital Marketing. I ricia Fdd and began 
pursuing my MBA at Lewis.  

From Wisconsin
My name is Michael Alt, and I am from 
Kimberly, Wisconsin. At Lewis, I am 
pursuing a degree 6 >>BDe5aa7e5aa/Langraduate 



INTERNATIONAL STUDENT STORIES

From Africa
Hi, my name is Abdul-Ganiyu Iddrisu. I’m from Ghana, 
West Africa. I just graduated with my bachelors in Sport 
Management and Administration. My plan is to work with 
younger kids who have a passion for sports. As a coach, I’m 
looking to inspire them to keep loving the game (soccer). 
�at’s my short-term goal but long term I want to get into 
the sports agency in representing athletes. 

Hi, my name is Omara Castillo and I’m from Honduras. 
I came to Lewis University to make my dream come 
true – to become a marketing analyst. I decided to attend 
Lewis for its Business Analytics program. I’ve learned so 
much from the faculty and students. �ey have helped me 
develop new skills for my professional and personal life.

From Central America

From Europe
I am Jose Javato and I have graduated with a bachelor’s degree 
in International Business with a minor in Digital Marketing. 
After having this great experience and learning a lot at Lewis, I 
have decided to start a master’s program in the Spanish Institute 
for Foreign Trade. �is program consists of a year studying an 
MBA in International Management in Madrid, another year 
working in a commercial and economic o�ce of the Spanish 
government in another country, and the last year working for a 
Spanish company either in that country or back in Spain. 

From Asia
Hi, my name is Huangshen Mo. I’m from China. I’m 
majoring in International Business/Finance, class of 
2023. I remember as a kid growing up, business terms 
were always �oating in our house. I have always dreamt 
of becoming an entrepreneur at an early age. Studying 
at the College of Business at Lewis University allows 
me to chase my dream and prove my ability to succeed.
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Faculty Spotlight
Dr. Ian Gladding, Professor of International 
Business and Business Administration, and 
Dr. Elizabeth Belgio, Assistant Professor of 
Business Administration, taught in-person 
during the Spring semester

COB COVID-19 RESPONSE

Dr. Belgio’s Reflection
From a business perspective, teaching during 
a global pandemic provided all of us with 
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COB COVID-19 RESPONSE (CONTINUED)

StudentSpotlight
Nick Polimenakos, a Business Administration 
student, dreamed of starting a business. For the 
past 28 years the Louis Family Restaurant served 
Joliet as a sit-down restaurant. As a result of 
the pandemic, Nick and Michael Polimenakos 
helped modernize the family business into 
a �ourishing drive-through restaurant.

�ey developed a new business model and 
merged the quality of a sit-down restaurant to a 



ACCREDITATION 

�e College of Business, like so many other 
institutions of higher learning last year, adapted 
class formats to be taught in-person, hybrid, 
and fully online instructional modalities.  In 
addition, the College completed its ten-year 
reaccreditation cycle and received rea�rmation 
by our accrediting body, ACBSP during 
the fall semester.  �is was an impressive 
accomplishment as we navigated a virtual site 
visit, rather than a three day in-person review.  

�e Accreditation Council 
for Business Schools and 
Programs (ACBSP) acbsp.org 
Baccalaureate/Graduate Degree 
Board of Commissioners 

rea�rmed accreditation of the business 
programs at Lewis Universit(en-U1pT6 .1ion Council )]TJ EMC  /P <</Lang (en-U >>BDC  3cm(en-US)C24.7363 Tm [(A)10(C)1aC  / [(�s(w) 1 )]TJ Ed2t zon )]The business 
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STUDENT ORGANIZATION UPDATES
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SPOTLIGHT ON FACULTY &  
STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS

2021 Brother Louis Seiler Ministry of Teaching Award

Mr. Robert Bergman, 
Assistant Professor of 
Marketing, was awarded 
the 2021 Brother Louis 
Seiler Ministry of 
Teaching Award.
Recipients of the Seiler Ministry of 
Teaching Award must exhibit mission 
commitment, excellence in teaching as 
recognized by their peers, as well as rapport 
with students, participation in student life, and 
service to the Lewis University Community. �is 
award is only bestowed every three years to 
a faculty member within each college who 
has been recognized by his or her peers as an 
outstanding teacher.  �e Seiler Ministry of 
Teaching Award was established in 1982.

Professor Bergman’s rapport with students is 
evident through his service as the advisor to 
the Business Fraternity Delta Sigma Pi.  In the 
past, he led global travel study programs for our 
students.  His interactions with students inside 
and outside the classroom are student-focused.  
In addition, he is committed to institutional 
service, as well as our Lasallian framework. 

Speci�cally, Professor Bergman launched the 
Sales Excellence program.  Mr. Bergman manages 
the external stakeholders thate 



TEDxLewisUniversity Virtual Event

Dr. Sheila Boysen and Dr. Scott Kerth were 
driving forces in establishing and successfully 
launching the �rst-ever TEDxLewisUniversity 
virtual event. In spring of 2021, the College 
of Business Innovation Hub along with four 
Colleges sponsored the �rst TEDxLewis 
University event. �e event featured �ve  
female faculty members, represented �ve 
disciplines across the University, and drew 
attendance from across the globe.  �e �ve 
featured TED talks are housed on the TED 
website representing Lewis University for years 
to come.  �e TEDx planning committee is 
already beginning to work on planning the 
next year’s event based on this year’s success. 

•	A total of 322 registrations  
from 12 different countries

•	199 total attendees showed up
•	679 chats throughout the event  

(AMAZING engagement!)
•	Average attendance duration  

of 1 hour and 45 minutes
•	58 attendees visited the networking 

section of the event which resulted in 6 
connection requests  and 13 networking 
meetings

•	24 attendees visited the Expo section
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ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURE

Arrivals

Departures

Dr. Yinan Ni
Dr. Yinan Ni is an Assistant Professor of Finance.  
His research interests include Financial Derivative, Investments, 
Monetary Policy, and Stochastic Modeling. Dr. Yinan Ni 
has been teaching since 2012. He taught various courses in 
�nance and mathematics, such as Investments, Financial 
Markets, Calculus, Statistics, and Probability. He became an 
Associate of the Society of Actuaries in 2017 and once served 
as a co-founder of the Actuarial Club at Auburn University.

Dr. Jin Ho Kim
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COLLEGE UPDATES

May Institute
Dr. Scott Kerth (with Dr. Michele Kramer 



BR. JOEL DAMIAN, FSC, BUSINESS PLAN & 
PITCH COMPETITION 

�rough concurrent posters, creative works and business pitch presentations, 





LEWIS’ DAY OF GIVING 2021

�ank you, Flyers! Your generosity enabled us 
to exceed our goal of $5,000, which allowed us 
to realize our COB Student Experience Spaces 
project that was carried out during Lewis’ Day 
of Giving 2021 event.  It was great to see the 
Lewis Community come together, including a 
challenge match by members of the College of 
Business Advisory Board that ensured that we 
would be able to enhance the student experience 
with private, multi-purpose student spaces in the 
College of Business. Flyers are now able to study, 
collaborate on innovative hands-on projects, 
prepare for real world experiences and more! 
Funds supported technology, equipment, and 
furnishings to make this a quality experience for 
students and alumni who come back to campus. 

FLY TOGETHER. 
GIVE TOGETHER!
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COB ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS
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ADVISORY BOARDS

College of Business Advisory Board
Robert Beckman ’76�, 
CEO�, Wicab, Inc. 

Kevin Davenport ’11�, 
Founder and CEO�,  



HISTORY CELEBRATION PREVIEW 

In closing, the College of Business will celebrate our 50th anniversary next year, while also 
celebrating approximately 70 years of providing a business education.  In the coming year, we are 
looking forward to celebrating our diverse student stories and encourage our alumni to reach out to 
us to share their experiences with us.
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