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4. Pose questions.

As you read and annotate and after you have completed your free write, pose questions: What is the focus

or theme of this piece? What is the writer saying about the topic? What evidence from the text leads you to
this idea?

5. Develop a theory.

What conclusions might you draw from the answers to your previous questions? Use these answers to come




Patience and persistence are key when writing about literature.

Deepening your understanding of a literary work takes time — for




